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In Memoriam
Friend of C-MREA, Mr.
Sam R. Whitfield, 88, of
Marietta, passed away
January 27, 2018. A
graduate of the University
of Georgia (1952), he
served as an army tank
commander in the Korean
Conflict, achieving the
rank of Captain. Moving
to Smyrna in 1955, he soon
became a member of First
Baptist Church, where he
served as a deacon and as
church treasurer for ten
years. A charter member
of the Smyrna Rotary
Club, he served as its
president in 1966, amassed
over fifty years of perfect
attendance, and was
recognized as a member of
the Arch Klumph Society
for his philanthropic
contributions.
Rotary
District 6900
of Georgia
established
the annual
Sam R.
Whitfield
Award for Ethics in his
(continued on page 2)
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C-MREA AWARDS FIVE
$2,000 SCHOLARSHIPS
At the December C-MREA Meeting, five teachers received
$2,000 scholarships to further their educations. The
recipients included: Christine Di Natale (Ruby Sewell
Wright Award), Taylor Evans (Peggy Whitfield Award),
Elizabeth Foster (Fanny B. & Charlotte McClure Award),
Jasmine McBride (Fanny B. & Charlotte McClure Award),
and Stephanie Shamblin (Peggy Whitfield Award). See pages
6 & 7 for bios of these amazing young women. In addition,
C-MREA also recognized the Teachers of the Year from
Cobb County and the City of Marietta. These women are:
Nicole Kempson (CCSD Teacher of the Year), Carrie Rainey
(Marietta City Teacher of the Year), Stacy Pitts (CCSD
Elementary Teacher of the Year), and Holly Hoover (CCSD
High School Teacher of the Year).
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In Memoriam (cont)
honor in 2014. In 1966, he was
one of the twelve founding
directors of Security National
Bank, later the Trust Company
Bank of Cobb County, now
part of SunTrust. He served
three terms on the Cobb
County School Board
(1973-1984), including two
years as chairman and for
twelve years on the Cobb
County DFACS Board,
including ten as chairman. In
2014, the Cobb Chamber of
Commerce named him Smyrna
Citizen of the Year. Mr.
Whitfield was also a
distinguished Freemason,
serving as Master of Nelms
Lodge No. 33 in 1966, Worthy
Grand Patron of the Georgia
Order of the Eastern Star in
1971-72, and as Grand
Treasurer of the Grand Lodge
of Georgia for fourteen years
(1987-2002), among other
oﬃces and honors. Mr.
Whitfield was preceded in
death by his wife, Peggy
Watson Sheppard Whitfield, a
devoted member of C-MREA.
Survivors include his son,
Bryan Whitfield of Macon; his
daughter, Sally Creswell and
her husband Bobby, of Dalton;
two grandsons, Colter and
Walker Creswell; his sister
Florence Jackson of Darien;
and numerous nieces and
nephews. Many will
remember Sam registering us
for lunches along side of
Beverly Shumake. In his
memory, C-MREA has
donated a brick at the GREA
Museum. Requiescat in pace.
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AUCTION A SUCCESS!
Many thanks to everyone who worked to make our Winter
Wonders Auction a huge success. So many items were
donated by our members that it took auctioneer Joe
Boland almost an hour to draw all the winning tickets. We
raised $800 for our Scholarship Fund! Thanks go to:
✦Auction

Chairs Judy Munson & Liz Bouis
Joe Boland
✦Ticket Seller Patty Wheeler
✦Everyone who donated items
✦Everyone who bought tickets
✦Anyone who jumped in to help us set
up that hectic morning
✦Auctioneer

Look for information in future
editions of the CMREADS
Newsletterfor details about next
year’s auction!

DIRECTORY
DEDICATION
Congratulations to Carolyn Lee Wilson for receiving the
dedication of the 2017-2018 C-MREA Directory. Carolyn
taught English at McEachern High School and then at Tapp
Middle School, where she taught
Language Arts and became their
Media Specialist. Carolyn served as
C-MREA President during 2011-2012,
and she is also a member of Alpha
Delta Kappa, she chairs the North/
West Book Club for C-MREA, and
attends Hollydale Methodist Church.
Thank you, Carolyn, for your eﬀorts
on behalf C-MREA and
congratulations on this well-deserved
honor!
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MEETING RECAPS
NOVEMBER
At this meeting we
welcomed GREA
President Myrtice
Johnson who discussed
her goals for this year
for GREA and her
philanthropy, the
Shriners Hospitals for
Children. C-MREA
members donated $300+
for this cause. In
addition, we decked the
room in purple and gold
in honor of Ms.
Johnson’s visit.

FEBRUARY
In February we had a presentation from Angelena
Washington Adams, who
shared several “Apps for
Seniors, “ including
Brighter and Bigger,
Google Translate, Pacer,
Pillboxie, WebMD, and
she also gave us some tips
about using our iPhones.
Members generously
donated many pounds of
food for the Hollydale Backpack Ministry.
To see Angelena’s presentation, go to her QR Code:

DECEMBER
This month we presented our scholarships, honored
the Teachers of the Year, and held our annual
Auction. See pages 1, 2, 6 and 7 for more details!

UPCOMING
MEETINGS
MARCH
JANUARY
October brought us a visit from Laura McCarty,
Executive Vice-President of the Georgia Humanities
Council. She talked to us about the “Three Things I
Have Learned from
Teachers.” We also saw
our old friend, Brad Jones
from AMBA. Our
generous members
donated $250 to the
Georgia Humanities
Council.
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DATE: MARCH 8
PROGRAM: Local Authors, including Michael
Reece Carpenter, Joan Chabib, Larry Cooper, Deb
Gerace, Trish Greenlee, Mark Wallace Maguire, Suzy
Corley & Vivian Levinge
COMMUNITY SERVICE: cash donations for the
Shriners Hospitals for Children

APRIL
DATE: APRIL 12
PROGRAM: Memorials, Oﬃcer Installations, &
Year in Review
COMMUNITY SERVICE: donations for MUST
Summer Lunch Program
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OFFICERS 2018-2019

A NOTE FROM KITTY SMITH

The following Slate of Oﬃcers for C-MREA will
be voted on at the March Meeting.
President: Patty Wheeler
President-Elect: Sue Hawkins
Secretary: Linda McPherson
Treasurer: Beverly Shumake
Past-President: Kitty Smith
Thanks to these ladies for stepping up to serve
C-MREA. If you are interested in serving on or
chairing a Committee or hosting a meeting,
please contact Patty Wheeler at
pattywheeler@comcast.net.

Being the president of C-MREA this year has
given me the opportunity to experience firsthand a
mighty group of wonderful, energetic, retired educators.
To get to know you and to work with you each month has
become a highlight of my life. The joyous part of this is
that I have had the privilege of seeing your greatness in
action. It’s amazing what you have accomplished every
month. Running with Champions truly describes YOU:
Cobb-Marietta Retired Educators 2017-2018! YOU gave
FIVE $2,000.00 scholarships to future teachers! YOU were the
program chairs who brought in our many great speakers.
YOU were the creative decorators who beautifully
garnished our tables with centerpieces monthly. YOU
were the generous ones who gave $$$ and then more $$$
to our chosen causes. YOU decorated thousands of
MUST bags, brought boxes and bags of food for the
needy, supplied piles of school supplies, donated many
items for the silent auction, and to add to this are YOUR
incredible number of volunteer Hours for Others.
NEVER could I have done this work on my own! YOU
deserve many pats on the back for your eﬀorts. I was just
the lucky “gavel banger” who got to witness the greatness
of C-MREA in 2017-2018. I can only
realize that C-MREA is EPIC!

BOOKS, BOOKS
EAST COBB BOOK CLUB
The East Cobb Book Club meets at the
Barnes & Noble (on
Barrett Parkway at
Bells Ferry) at 11:00
a.m. The next
meeting will be
Wednesday, April 18,
and the book
discussion will be on
America’s First
Daughter by
Stephanie Dray.
For more details about this Book Club,
please contact Debby Overstreet at
debbybob@comcast.net.

NORTH/WEST BOOK CLUB
The North/West Book Club
meets at the Daily Grind on
Due West Road (near Due
West Elementary School) at
11:00 a.m. For details about
the North/West Book Club,
please contact Carolyn Wilson
at clw770@bellsouth.net.
www.cmrea.org

Thank you for your tireless help, your
diligent work, and your loyalty. It
warms my heart to know that as I pass
this gavel on, you will continue in the
same way for your next president,
Patty Wheeler. YOU are truly, even in
retirement, radiant lights for
education.

Kitty Smith

C-MREA President 2017-2108

Its next meeting will be Friday, March 16, and the
discussion will be on A Man Called
Ove by Fredrik Backman. Susy Dalton
will lead their May discussion (May 11),
and her choice is Eleanor Oliphant is
Completely Fine by Gail Honeyman.
In July (date TBD) they will discuss
Before We Were Yours by Lisa
Wingate.
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A NOTE FROM PATTY WHEELER

C-MREA usually has one of the biggest delegations
at the Convention! We hope this year will be no
diﬀerent!

Spring is just around the corner and that
means we only have two more monthly meetings on
the C-MREA 2017-2018 Calendar. It has been an
amazing year, and Kitty has led us well. The 2018
GREA Convention will be held in Macon this May
and after that we begin making plans for the
2018-2019 C-MREA calendar.

MEMBERSHIP:
She did it!

We are looking forward to adding new Board
Members to join us in making the next C-MREA year
the best ever. If you have not considered joining the
Board in the past, please consider it for next year.
There are many opportunities to serve - both great
and small. Members are needed to serve on various
committees, act as program chairs, and help with
assorted activities.
I look forward to serving as next year’s
President. Always feel free to share your ideas and
suggestions for C-MREA with me at
pattywheeler@comcast.net or 678.923.6391.

Our Membership Chair, Judy Munson, has been
working hard bringing in new members for both CMREA and GREA! Our biggest challenge each year
in earning the Unit of Distinction award is reaching
the 10% increase in GREA membership. This year
she had to bring in over 100 new members, and SHE
DID IT! Congratulations to Judy for her eﬀorts!
We will be a Unit of Distinction once again!
And, yet she persists! Judy wants to set a new GREA
Record for most members in a single year, so she is
looking for about 10 more members before her April
1 deadline. If you know of someone who has retired,
send them Judy’s way!

Patty Wheeler ANNOUNCEMENTS
C-MREA President-Elect

GREA CONVENTION
The annual GREA Convention will be held May 8, 9,
& 10, 2018 at the Macon Marriott City Center.
Details will be available in the Spring Bulletin of
GREA, but there is a registration form in the Winter
Bulletin. The cost of the convention (excluding
meals) is $40 if paid by March 16 (and $45 after.)
Hotel reservations can be made by calling
478-621-5300.

• Daniel Young, the Outreach Coordinator of
BestColleges.com has reached out to C-MREA
members to review his publication and spread the
word to students and teachers in Georgia about his
publication.
• Many thanks Leann Hoffman who has graciously
played the piano at many of our meetings this year!
• Dollars for Scholars: At each meeting the
members of C-MREA bring books they have read paperback, hardback, and audio books. Members
may then buy these book for $1 or $2. All proceeds
go to the C-MREA Scholarship Fund. Those not
sold are donated to AAUW.
• Don’t forget to keep decorating the Lunch Bags
for MUST! If you need any bags, information, or
ideas, contact Deana Hansard at 678-494-3234.
• Thanks to Statia Noles for inviting the Teachers
of the Year to our December meeting.
• If you are not receiving the GREA Newsletter
through your email, contact Dr. Sloan at
grea3@earthlink.com. This may be because your
email has changed or because you have not signed
up!
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Congratulations to our 2017 Scholarship Recipients!
Bios written by Susan Crooks.

as an aide to the special education classes and
realized how fulfilling that teaching was.
Taylor is currently taking six classes,
including student teaching. In addition, she
works part-time at Redi-Floors to support
herself. A turning point in Taylor’s life was
her mother’s diagnosis and death from cancer
after Taylor graduated from high school. She
left college to become her mother’s caregiver.
Taylor promised her mother that she would
finish her degree and is understandably proud
of herself that she will graduate in May. We
are proud of her, too.

Christine Di Natale: Ruby Sewell Wright
Award

Elizabeth R. Foster: Fanny B. and Charlotte
McClure

SCHOLARSHIP
RECIPIENTS
As stated on the front page of this Newsletter, CMREA awarded its annual scholarships at the
December meeting. Many thanks to Susan Crooks,
Scholarship Committee Chair, along with her
Committee: Joan Harrell, Sue Hawkins, Connie
Kone, and Patricia Tillman.

Christine is attending Valdosta
State University, pursuing a
Master’s of Education in Adult
and Career Education.
Currently employed at
Campbell High School,
Christine teaches Graphic
Design. She is getting certified
as a teacher after owning and
operating her own design business for 20
years. While her career objective is to be the
best high school teacher “in the land,”
Christine believes that students deserve an
alternative to attending college, and that they
should have the opportunity to learn valuable
job skills and become acquainted with the
world of work. She looks forward to serving
as a mentor to her students, particularly
regarding the development of a work ethic
and entrepreneurism.
Taylor Evans: Peggy Whitfield Award
An undergraduate
student at Kennesaw
State University, Taylor is
working toward her
Bachelor of Science in
Early Childhood
Education. Her career
objective is to be a
special education
teacher. While in high
school, Taylor had served
www.cmrea.org

Elizabeth is attending Kennesaw State
University and working on a Master’s degree
in Instructional Technology. She is currently
in her tenth year at Osborne High School,
where she works as an ESOL Social Studies
teacher. Elizabeth works with students who
are motivated to further their education as a
way to escape poverty. Inspired by her senior
students who had worked tirelessly applying
for college scholarships, Elizabeth decided to
challenge herself by obtaining a higher
degree. In her program of study, Elizabeth
has learned about “flipping the classroom”
and thinks the concept has improved her
ability to help her students. Interested in
more eﬀective teaching techniques,
Elizabeth’s goal is to become an instructional
coach. She has co-presented at three
conferences and worked with the Kennesaw
State University Social Studies department in
their teacher preparation program.
(N.B. Elizabeth was not able to attend the
meeting, but her mother accepted the Scholarship
on her behalf.)
Jasmine Imani McBride:
Fanny B. and Charlotte McClure
Award
Jasmine is currently teaching
kindergarten at Russell
Elementary School in Cobb
County. She also attends
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Kennesaw State University and is studying
Instructional Technology at the Master’s
level. Jasmine has always wanted to teach
and loves children. After school she
conducts a cheerleading program for girls
in first through fifth grades. Besides
coaching cheerleading, Jasmine also teaches
beginning gymnastics and tumbling at Cobb
Gymnastics. She belongs to Delta Sigma
Theta sorority, which involves her in
numerous community service activities that
play an important role in Jasmine’s life. For
now, her goal is to use her advanced degree to
incorporate more technology in the
classroom to help her students become
enthusiastic learners.
Stephanie Shamblin: Peggy Whitfield
Award
Stephanie is in her first semester at the
University of West Georgia, where she is
working on her Master in Early Education
degree. She is in her twelfth year of
teaching and is currently employed at
Baker Elementary School, where she is a
Gifted Specialist. At
Baker Stephanie is part
of the STEM
certification team, and
she is the coordinator of
the Green School
(environmental) program.
In addition to
volunteering in other
activities at Baker,
Stephanie also helps with
many community programs outside of school,
such as the Gymnastics Academy of Atlanta,
the Harrison High School Swim and Dive
team, and the youth group at Due West
United Methodist Church. Stephanie hopes
to apply what she
learns in her
studies to help
her grow as a
Gifted
Specialist.
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It’s a Great Day to be a
Retired Educator in Georgia!

